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DISCUSSION

The discovery of more species of Neo­
leucinodes in Colombia is not unexpected.
The three species, N prophetica, N
imperialis, and N torvis, occur in neigh­
boring countries. The only species of
Neoleucinodes not yet discovered in Co­
lombia, N dissolvens, is known to occur in
the neighboring countries of Ecuador and
Brazil. One major reason for these new
discoveries is probably due to the paucity
of adult moths collected at lights, the most
common method for collecting moths,
from Colombia. Also, because species
new to Colombia were found feeding on
wild solanaceous plants and not on
economically important plants, they were
less likely to be found by rearing.

Knowledge of Neoleuciodes species,
their distribution and biology, is impor­
tant for the development of biological
control programs for the tomato fruit
borer. Colombian farmers use insecticide
applications as the only control strategy
for N elegantalis, although there are
natural enemies of N elegantalis that
could be used for biological control. In
addition, insecticide applications have
been shown to be inefficient due to
differences for each crop in the behavior
of the larvae (Da Costa Lima 1949), and
in the manner of oviposition and pupa­
tion (Viafara et al. 1999).
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Figs. 24--25. Host plant of Neoleucinodes silvaniae. 24, Wild Solanum lanceifolium named by local
farmers as "una de gato." 25, Infested fruit with N. silvaniae larva.
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